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Division 46:  Culture and the Arts, $132 661 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Ms S.M. McHale, Minister for Culture and the Arts. 

Mr A.J.MacL. Bryant, Director General. 

Mr A. D. Ferris, Acting Chief Financial Officer. 

Ms A. Lucas, Executive Director, Culture and Arts Development. 

Ms I. Smith, Acting Director of State Records, State Records Office. 

Mr R. Palmer, Executive Director, Corporate Assets and Business Support. 

Mrs M.J. Allen, Chief Executive Officer and State Librarian, State Library of Western Australia. 

Ms T. Chambers, Chief Executive, ScreenWest. 

Mr A.R. Dodge, Director, Art Gallery of Western Australia.   

Dr D. R. Casey, Chief Executive Officer, Western Australian Museum. 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  My question relates to the capital works program on page 814.  I have been in 
this place for eight years and I still find it very difficult to read the capital works program.  I refer to the 
estimated expenditure to 30 June 2005 and compare that with the estimated expenditure for 2004-05 and seek 
clarification on a couple of line items.  The new theatre construction has an estimated cost of $42.2 million, and 
some $275 000 has been spent.  More particularly, the estimated expenditure to 30 June 2005 for the library and 
the book purchase program is almost $35 million, but the estimated expenditure for 2004-05 is only $8.4 million.  
Will the minister give me some clarification on why that is so?  Am I not reading it accurately? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Questions on capital works items are not the easiest to answer.  In answer to the question 
about the new theatre, we have allocated $42 million over the next four years to construct the building.  
Therefore, in December 2008, we will be inviting the member for Carine to join us in the opening of the new 
theatre.  In this financial year, we expect to spend $400 000 on the theatre, which is essentially for the design of 
the building, and we will shortly announce a process for the design competition.  The expenditure will then be 
spread over the next four years.  We therefore anticipate spending $6.6 million in 2006-07; the bulk of 
$31.3 million in 2007-08 on the construction of the building; and $3.5 million on the fit-out in 2008-09.  The 
member also asked a question about the library and the book purchase program. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes.  The minister will note that the estimated expenditure to June 2005 is 
roughly $35 million but the next column says $8.4 million.  I hope that is some kind of error. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Basically, the $34.8 million is the amount spent over the total program.  I am informed that 
the program is nine years old and it is, therefore, an accumulation of how much of the $65.776 million has been 
spent.  We expect to spend $7.7 million in 2005-06.  It is therefore an accumulation of expenditure over five 
years in the program.  
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That $34.8 million is an accumulation over the past few years? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Yes; it was not all spent in 2004-05.   
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That is what I was confused about.  Therefore, the expenditure to the end of this 
financial year will be $8.4 million, and $7.7 million in the 2005-06 year? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  That is right. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I refer to the capital works program also on page 814.  Will the minister explain what 
capital works are happening at the Subiaco Theatre Centre in my electorate and what the additional funding is 
for?  Will the minister also tell me what is happening with the Western Australian Museum?  Is it continuing to 
be decimated and shifted to the nether regions? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Mr Chairman, I am affronted at the suggestion that the new research centre in Kew Street 
is the nether regions.  I will answer the first question first.  We will spend $2.3 million on the Subiaco Theatre 
Centre project.  I am sure the member for Nedlands will be very pleased that her electorate will get a refurbished 
facility.  I will ask Ms Lucas to give details of what we are doing and then I will talk about the museum.  

Ms S.E. WALKER:  What is left of it! 
Ms A. Lucas:  Firstly, with the City of Subiaco council we will be meeting the Building Code of Australia 
requirements of the building to provide universal and, obviously, better access for audiences.  Some additional 
community spaces will be provided downstairs.  The auditorium of the main theatre will be refurbished; for 
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instance, improved lighting and that sort of thing.  The small studio in that area will also be refurbished.  We 
have to realign some fire exits etc.  Basically, the refurbishment is to refresh the building and provide additional 
community space and much better equipment not only for audiences, but also for artists, theatre companies and 
other groups who will be working in the building.  It is therefore a combination of improving theatre facilities, 
providing better community facilities and addressing some of the heritage features. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Is it envisaged that the extra community space at the Subiaco Theatre Centre will be rented 
out? 

Ms A. Lucas:  Yes, it will be rented out, as are all the other community spaces currently there for community 
groups. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The total expenditure on this project will be $4.7 million.  We are in partnership with the 
City of Subiaco, which will pay half. 

In relation to what I take to be a facetious remark from the member for Nedlands about the museum, I remind 
her that there have been many reports in the past few years about the parlous state of the museum in the Francis 
Street block, primarily because of asbestos in the building.  Report after report has been made on the 
appropriateness of that building as a public space.  I am delighted to be part of a government that has done 
something for the first time about the museum building.  Most people who know about it have described it as a 
time bomb waiting to go off.  We therefore bit the bullet.  It was not easy, but we secured premises in Kew 
Street.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Where is that? 

[12.30 pm] 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  On the corner of Orrong Road and Leach Highway, Welshpool.  The member should 
acknowledge that the Francis Street building had gaping holes and the museum had to close for a day when there 
was a severe storm or some disturbance.  However, it was because of the threat to the collections and, more 
importantly, the threat to the work force, that this government acted.  The move to Kew Street has been 
controversial. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  It is only temporary is it not? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is a temporary space but it is a state-of-the-art facility.  I will explain that.  The 
government has now secured a permanent climatically controlled state-of-the-art facility in which research can 
be conducted and the collections of Western Australia can be stored.  The majority of the collections were stored 
in totally inappropriate conditions.  We have been able to secure for the long-term benefit of the people of 
Western Australia a facility that is only 10 minutes away from the central business district.  Staff from the 
Francis Street site have all been relocated.  I pay tribute to the museum staff.  It is not often that a museum is 
relocated.  The project has been managed extremely well.  Notwithstanding the staff’s resistance to change and 
some of the angst they felt, they are now very settled.  The next part of the project is to consider alternative sites 
and the current site, which is an important heritage site.  We must then determine how to best proceed with the 
next stage, which is to design a museum suitable for the twenty-first century.  I will ask Dr Casey to comment on 
the transition.  Dr Casey joined us only in February and therefore was not involved in the earlier months of the 
process.  She will comment on the state of the staff now that they have shifted to Kew Street. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  They were very upset, were they not? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I ask Dr Casey to comment on the effect the relocation had on the staff and on what the 
government has delivered. 
Dr D.R. Casey:  There is no doubt that the morale of the staff has lifted considerably.  As the minister said, the 
facility is world class.  I have visited a number of collection facilities, nationally and internationally.  The staff 
have much more access to the collection than before and the collection items are now stored in conditions that 
will allow them to be preserved for future generations.  Apart from that, a number of improvements have been 
made to the Perth site and work is being done with the museum staff to consider its future directions and 
operations. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  How long is it anticipated that the museum’s staff and the collection will be kept in the 
nether regions?  I suggest that it is highly unusual for a museum to be located away from the main city area.  
What will be done with the Francis Street building?  Is anyone occupying it at the moment?  Is any work being 
done on it? 
The CHAIRMAN (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  That was two questions. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The Francis Street building is not occupied.  That building was riddled with asbestos.  We 
have shifted everybody out of it.  Other functioning areas of the Perth site are open to the public.  The Katta 
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Djinoong space was refurbished.  As a result of the move, the First Peoples of Western Australia exhibition is far 
superior.  The government spent $611 514 to upgrade the Katta Djinoong space.  The Lands People exhibition is 
currently being shown.  The museum is still functioning as public exhibition space in the Perth site.  Something 
had to be done with the Francis Street building.  We had to relocate the magnificent whale, which is being 
worked on at Kew Street.  A lot of conservation work that had to be done on that piece could not have been done 
in situ.  There have been very good spin-offs as a result of the move.  It is on the public record that staff were 
upset by the move, and I understood that.  However, the government had to act and find an alternative space for 
the collections. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Albany will have it for a while. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Albany will benefit from this also.  It is our intention that the Kew Street site will remain 
as a storage space for the long term.  The planning for the new museum will take approximately five years. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Just the planning? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The planning and development of a museum; the whole process. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Does that include the building? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The total planning of the building will take between five and eight years.  I will make it 
clear that the public has access to the Perth site and will also be able to access the collections for research or for 
other purposes.  There are clear positive spin-offs from the move. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  Mr Chairman -  

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Nedlands has asked seven consecutive questions.  Other members are 
seeking the call. 
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have a quick further question.  Is the Welshpool site open to the public and has there 
been a drop off in the number of Perth citizens who have visited the museum? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is not open to the public.  The member rolls her eyes as though there is something 
dramatically wrong with that.  We are talking about the Kew Street facility being used for research activities and 
storage.  The beauty of that, because the building is so well designed, is that the public will be able to access the 
collections for research. 
Dr D.R. Casey:  It is not unusual for museums nationally and internationally to store their collections outside the 
CBD.  It is easier for the public to have access to collections.  Towards the end of this calendar year we intend to 
hold special public tours at the Welshpool site. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I have one question for the minister.  The third dot point on page 808 of the Budget 
Statements refers to the appointment of an arts development officer who commenced work in the Gascoyne 
region.  Will the minister outline the range of regional cultural programs that are operated and/or funded by the 
state government? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for Albany for his question and also for his involvement in the work 
we have been doing for regional museums.  ArtsWA supports two regional arts development officers based in 
the Pilbara and in the Gascoyne.  These are partnerships with commonwealth and local government agencies.  
ArtsWA also manages a range of touring and arts development funding programs that benefit regional 
communities.  That includes devolved funding programs from Country Arts WA, Community Arts Network 
Western Australia, the Western Australian State Literature Centre and a number of other organisations.  The 
government provides recurrent funding to the following regionally based organisations: Magabala Books in 
Broome, the International Art Space in Kellerberrin and Southern Edge Arts in Albany - 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  It does a great job.  It is shifting into its new PCYC building in the next few weeks. 
The CHAIRMAN:  The member must seek the call if he wants to ask a question. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The government also is providing additional funding this year to the four major performing 
arts companies: that is, the Western Australian Ballet, the West Australian Opera Company, the West Australian 
Symphony Orchestra and the Black Swan Theatre Company, to assist regional touring activities.  Priority is 
given to regionally based applicants to ArtsWA peer assessment funding panels.  I recall - somebody can correct 
me if I am wrong - that the government has increased the additional spending on regional arts by about 39 per 
cent between 2002-03 and 2004-05.  Funding for regional arts has increased significantly under this government.  
[12.40 pm] 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  My question relates to ScreenWest, and I refer to page 810 and also, I guess, page 799.  I note 
that the first dot point of the major initiatives for 2005-06 listed on page 810 and the major policy decisions 
listed on page 799 indicate that ScreenWest’s WA OnScreen program will receive $8 million over the next four 
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years.  Will the minister explain how this new program will operate, why the decision has been made to fund it 
this way, and the impact it could or should have on the Western Australian economy? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I thank the member for Hyde for that question. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Member for Perth. 
Mr J.N. HYDE:  It was Lord Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, my forebear representing Oxbridge. 
The CHAIRMAN:  I thank the member for the history lesson. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  Was he a role model for the member?  This is an exciting area of our creative industry’s 
agenda.  In 2004-05, we funded ScreenWest an amount of $2 million.  We have now been able to secure 
$8 million over the next four years.  We believe that the economic investment and the economic returns to 
Western Australia are significant.  Basically, we want to use this funding to guarantee the continued growth of 
the Western Australian screen industry.  It will deliver increased feature film and other drama activity in Western 
Australia.  We want to focus on the skills of indigenous creative talent in the screen industry, and to provide 
increased opportunities for indigenous stories to be presented.  The member may well have seen Deadly Yarns 
on ABC television recently.  They were short films funded through ScreenWest.  We estimate that over the next 
four years, that $8 million investment will deliver production activity of about $22 million.  It will attract about 
$14 million from sources outside WA government moneys, and we believe it will result in about $17 million of 
expenditure on WA elements.  We will continue the low-budget feature films, indigenous drama investment, 
screen industry partnership and matching development funds in research and development.  We are very excited 
about the work we are doing in the film industry, and we are seeing positive returns. 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yet again, my question relates to the capital works program and the relocation of 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra.  Will the minister give us an update on how that is progressing? 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  To which page is the member referring? 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is page 814.  I note that the estimated expenditure in 2005-06 is $6.4 million.  
Quite clearly, significant works will be undertaken in the next financial year.  I am really asking the minister to 
give us an update on its relocation. 
Ms S.M. McHALE:  We have done a lot of work on how we might locate the orchestra in the Perth Concert 
Hall.  It was generally agreed that we wanted to nominate the Concert Hall as the home of WASO.  WASO has 
moved out of Adelaide Terrace, and it has accommodation.  We have increased the amount of time that the 
orchestra now rehearses in the Concert Hall and on the stage.  I can tell the member that the response from the 
orchestra and, indeed, the overall quality are wonderful.  Obviously, the orchestra is very happy to be rehearsing 
as much as it can in the Concert Hall.  We have worked with the City of Perth and the symphony orchestra in 
developing a range of options - architectural options as well as others.  We are still finalising those.  There was a 
proposal to build on to the Concert Hall.  That is still being looked at.  However, the pressure on the symphony 
orchestra to find immediate accommodation has been removed because it has secured long-term accommodation 
very close to the Concert Hall.  We want to find the best option for the symphony orchestra and for the city to 
ensure that the symphony orchestra has a permanent home, that it has improved facilities for its players and that 
it can rehearse in the Concert Hall if not 100 per cent of the time, then pretty close to it.  We are certainly 
delivering that for its gala performances in its master series.  For the performances that are held in the Concert 
Hall, the symphony orchestra rehearses in the Concert Hall. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Further to that, is it anticipated that it will be dealt with over the next 12-month 
period, or is the minister suggesting that it will take much longer than that to find a permanent home for WASO?  
Perhaps I should clear it up.  Will the allocation of $6.4 million all be expended in the 2005-06 financial year? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It is expected to be.  It depends on the final options.  As I said, I am very keen to draw a 
line on this and say that we have delivered on that, and we can now rest easy that the orchestra is permanently 
housed, is rehearsing in the Concert Hall and has superior facilities.  That is my objective.  We are still working 
through whether it will be a new construction or additions to the Concert Hall.  I will not impose one solution on 
WASO or the City of Perth.  We all have the common aim of trying to say, “Right.  This is finished, and we have 
provided a permanent home for the symphony orchestra.” 

Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to page 799.  Will the minister explain the significance of the funding for the 
exhibition program of the Art Gallery of Western Australia and its influence on the programs presented by the 
gallery for its visitors? 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  This is good news for the Art Gallery.  In December 2004 I put a proposal to Treasury that 
we retire or repay debt that the Art Gallery had had for many, many years.  There was a debt outstanding of 
$5.8 million.  This was obviously being financed on a recurrent basis to the tune of about $700 000.  Treasury 
agreed with me that it would repay that debt.  That allowed the significant recurrent funds that were being used 
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to pay off the debt to be used in the gallery.  That in effect provides significant recurrent funds of approximately 
$708 000 annually.  That is made up of $305 000, which is the principal repayment on the loan, and $403 000 in 
interest payments.  We have paid off the debt, and we have said to the Art Gallery that it can now use that 
funding to continue to bring the art of the world to the people of Western Australia.  Of course, the first of the 
ongoing programs is St Petersburg 1900, which all members should make a note in their diaries is on 10 July.  It 
will be a fabulous opening of a fabulous exhibition.  I am very pleased to have been able to deliver an extra 
$700 000 recurrent funding to the Art Gallery to ensure that we can secure exhibitions.  It takes a long time but it 
brings enormous pleasure to the Western Australian community.   
[12.50 pm] 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Can the minister please give me some details of the money received by the Art Gallery of 
Western Australia from Mr Handa?  I refer to page 818.  
Ms S.M. McHALE:  I do not think there is reference to Mr Handa on that page.   
The CHAIRMAN (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  We will go to the next member and return to the member for 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I refer to page 799.  Can the minister explain the new funding allocated to the Better 
Beginnings Family Literacy program and advise how this will impact on families across Western Australia?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The member for Albany will be very interested to know that we have committed $766 000 
over the next four years to expand the Better Beginnings Family Literacy program on a statewide basis.  This is a 
great initiative of the State Library of Western Australia, which picked up the research on early years 
development and the importance of reading to the overall development of children in their later lives.  We have 
secured a partnership with local government and Rio Tinto Ltd, and they will provide $500 000 in funding over 
the next four years so that we will be able to reach every newborn baby - some 25 000 of them - and their 
families.  This follows on from a very successful pilot in 10 Western Australian communities.  It has been 
evaluated by Edith Cowan University.  The program provides parents with an innovative way to make the most 
of those critical early years in the development of a child through the development of reading and literacy skills.  
The program will be rolled out statewide.  It will work with local government and will involve parents, as the 
first teachers in a child’s life.  It will also help develop the profile of public libraries.  It will involve local 
government, community groups, child health groups and other organisations that are involved with reading and 
books in a child’s early life.   
Mr J.N. HYDE:  The theatre funding strategy is referred to at page 808.  The sixth dot point of the major 
initiatives for 2004-05 states that the theatre funding strategy in consultation with the professional theatre sector 
is in its final stages.  Further to the minister’s briefing in this forum last year on the same subject - as well as 
Minister Foss’s theatre strategies and forums for about two centuries - can the minister indicate what progress 
has been made, the time line and what we will get from these endless strategies?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  This time the member will see a strategy that results in things happening, because this is 
the Gallop Labor government, which might have strategies but, more importantly, has results.  We have 
committed $1 million to the first stage of implementing the strategy.  Our intention is to invigorate, develop and 
sustain professional theatre in Western Australia.  In 2004 we committed to increase the Black Swan Theatre 
Company’s funding so that it will be the state’s flagship theatre company.  We will increase its funding to 
$1.2 million by 2008.  Negotiations with the Australian government have resulted in an increase in funding from 
the commonwealth to support the Black Swan Theatre Company in this role, which is great news.  ArtsWA is in 
the process of completing the final consultation paper on the small to medium theatre sector, which will seek 
comment from the theatre community.  That will be completed in August 2005 and will enable the strategy to be 
implemented in 2006.   
Mr J.N. HYDE:  With funding for Black Swan being increased to $1.2 million and all the extra federal money, 
will we still get only three or four productions each year from it?  Is there a service agreement with it on outputs?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  We have a triennial agreement, and we are still in that agreement.  I ask Ms Lucas to 
provide the detail on that question.   
Ms A. Lucas:  Yes, we have a triennial - in fact, it is also a tripartite - contract between the commonwealth, the 
state and Black Swan.  We are looking at incremental increases over the next period to build up the number of 
productions.  Currently, because of a mixture of co-productions, youth productions etc, it is performing about 
four or five productions a year, but that is not along the lines of what we expect a flagship to do.  We expect a 
flagship to reach about four or five productions, possibly with a smaller sixth one by 2008.   
Mr J.N. HYDE:  That is four or five original Western Australian productions, not re-branded imports sourced 
from Playing Australia’s catalogue.  For the $2 million or $3 million a year of Western Australian and 
commonwealth money, will we get Western Australian product?   
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Ms S.M. McHALE:  That would be our intention.  The last play was, I think, Yandy.  Again, I will ask Ms 
Lucas to comment on the planning of future programs.   
Ms A. Lucas:  First, there are two differentiations, one of which is that we will look very much to produce work, 
of which the majority will be by Western Australian artists and writers.  We do not impose quotas, so I could not 
say whether there will be three, four, five or whatever number of productions, depending on the year.  However, 
that is one of the strong criteria within the tripartite agreement.   
Mrs J. HUGHES:  I refer to page 807 and the Welcome Walls project at the Western Australian Maritime 
Museum.  It is referred to in the seventeenth dot point of the 2004-05 major achievements and in the fifth dot 
point of the major initiatives for 2005-06.  Will the minister outline why the project has been extended for a 
second year and what the public’s response has been to date?   
Ms S.M. McHALE:  The first stage generated an enormous response from the Western Australian community 
throughout the latter half of 2004.  About 8 000 people took up the offer to register their family names on the 
walls over a seven-week period.  That far exceeded the expectations of all of us.  It was based on what happened 
in New South Wales, and the Western Australian community embraced the idea.  In the light of that success to 
date, and the continuing requests for inclusion on the walls, the Premier announced that there would be a second 
stage.  That stage will allow an additional 8 000 families - it will double the number - to register.  I understand 
that some 5 000 have already taken up that offer, so those 8 000 positions will be filled in a very short time.  The 
Welcome Walls project has generated more than 40 000 additional visitors to the Maritime Museum in the past 
six months.  There has been unprecedented interest in people tracing their family history.  The spin-offs have 
been not only visits to the Maritime Museum but also strong demand for services from the state records facilities, 
the Battye Library, the State Library and the National Archives of Australia.  There is a real passion in Western 
Australia to understand our immediate and recent family history.  It is quite remarkable and, I think, very 
healthy.  Stage 2 will enable 16 000 families to be registered.  I am briefed that the total number of families 
registered for the Welcome Walls as at 30 May was 13 000.  That is why we want stage 2 to occur.  I am sure 
that that will not satisfy the appetite, but it is a great response.   
The appropriation was recommended. 

Meeting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


